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May 7, 2021 
 
Dear Churchill Junior High School Parents and Guardians, 
 
I would like to begin this week’s message by saying thank you to the Churchill PTA and the members of our 
community who graciously donated muffins, snacks, and sandwiches to the Churchill staff for Teacher 
Appreciation Week. I would also like to wish all the moms in our community a very happy Mother’s Day! I hope 
you get a chance to sit back, relax, let others take care of you, and do something you enjoy.  
 
Please click here to view the bell schedule for next week. This week’s update will highlight two items, including 
information on the new block schedule format for the 2021-2022 school year and details related to a 9th-grade 
end-of-year event in lieu of the traditional semi-formal dance due to health safety protocols. 
 
Preparing for the Transition to Block Scheduling for the 2021-2022 School Year: 
Churchill Junior High School and East Brunswick High School are excited to prepare for the transition to an A/B 
block schedule format beginning in the 2021-2022 school year. The preparation for this scheduling change has 
been a multi-year process that involved teachers, parents, administrators, and students to investigate the most 
effective use of time to benefit student’s social, emotional, and academic needs. We are excited for this transition 
as it will allow for more time for students to interact and collaborate with their peers and teachers. Students will 
have four 82-minute periods per day and will still have 8 instructional periods during the two-day cycle. At 
Churchill Junior High School, passing time between classes will increase to 6 minutes and lunches will be 
extended to 39 minutes in length. Please CLICK HERE to view a video presentation with additional details 
related to the new schedule format. There is also an informational tile posted on the district homepage with a 
presentation and information on the benefits of block scheduling to student learning. 
 
For our current 9th-grade students who are rising to 10th-grade next year at EBHS, Dr. Vinella has prepared a 
presentation on the block schedule format that you can view by CLICKING HERE. 
 
9th Grade Year-End Event 
Based on the most recent guidance provided from Governor Murphy’s office this week, outdoor capacity limits 
will be eliminated on May 19th, but social distancing and mask wearing guidelines will remain in effect for both 
indoor and outdoor events. We are looking forward to holding a modified end-of-year event for our 9th-grade 
students in lieu of the normal semi-formal dance so we can ensure everyone’s health and safety while adhering 
to social distancing guidelines. Event details are included below: 
 
Date:   Friday, June 11th (rain or shine) 
Time:   12:15 – 2:15 PM 
Where:   Churchill Junior High School 
Who:   Current in-person and full remote 9th-grade students only 
Cost:   $10.00 
How do I participate: Registration will open through Community Pass starting next Tuesday, May 11th at 12:00 

PM and will be open through Tuesday, May 25th.  Students will be required to register in 
advance. Students will not be permitted to sign-up on the day of the event as we need to 
plan for appropriate supervision and health safety precautions.  

 
Information about the activities that will be available for students at this event are included on the next page. 
 

https://www.ebnet.org/Page/28#calendar500/20210530/month
https://youtu.be/AXtE9Fli_QQ
https://www.ebnet.org/Page/13670
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1dg3rAP-CGMeF6imsBkxcnK6DOd8MH8FO%2Fview%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=04%7C01%7CMHANAS%40ebnet.org%7C209e2c6f090541e28fd008d9108d1bf7%7Ce43e2deb27ef4506820eabff7ea910d8%7C0%7C0%7C637559020500383426%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=i%2FPwM3%2FankPQic9r%2Fpgm7ibkxki65Toejgpf9oX9vbc%3D&reserved=0


 
 

Activities: 

• Two 45-minute high-energy, interactive magic shows in our cafeteria.  

• Outdoor giant game packages including: giant Jenga, Connect Four, Checkers, Corn Hole, and other fun 
activities (in the event of rain, the games will be moved indoors to our gymnasium and sub-gym) 

• Open-Air Photo Station with unlimited 4x6 photos, unlimited printing, and fun photo back drops (in the 
event of rain, the photo station will be moved indoors) 

• We anticipate the delivery of yearbooks so students can have the opportunity to view and sign their 
yearbook with friends. We will also have yearbooks for sale if students would like to purchase one at the 
event. 

• Pre-packaged snacks and drinks for students. 

• Outdoor music. 

A reminder message with details on how 9th-grade students can register for this event will be communicated to 
families of all 9th-grade students early next week. 
 
I hope you have a safe and relaxing weekend. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Matthew N. Hanas  
Principal 
 


